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I(I'I'I IAI, I{IiSI'ONSI,]S 'I'O I'I,I.JI{AI,I'I'Y AND PLURALISM

.flrn l)littvot:t & Karcl van dcr'I'oorn
(Lcidcn Univcrsity)

'I"he origin of this book

l'lrc strrtlir:s t:ollt:t:tt:cl in this volume were presented as papers at an

irrtr.r,nrrtiorritl <:onl'crcncc in Lcidcn University on l4 and l5Janu-
,rry l1)'l),1. lixt:t:pl lbr Prol..foscph Sadan, of Tel Aviv University,

,rri l l'r',,1. Andri: l)roogcrs, olthc lircc University at Amsterdam, all

llrr' prt'sr:rtlt:rs w(:rc mcmbcrs of an inter-university research S-roup,
l,,rs,i, I irr l,t:irl<:u sincc l!192. It was cstablished in order to study the

rok. ol lcligions in situations of religious pluralism. In what manner

rlirl rr.ligions rcspond to the presence of other religions in their
:i,r'i.lir:s, irr ancicnt as well as in modern times? The need of a
r orrrp;rr.irtiv<: study of thc rcactions of religious communities to reli-

1ii,,rrs lrltrrirlity and pluralismr in diverse times and places, of their
i,,1,'s iir th<:st: cnt;ountcrs, and of the changes these situations pro-
rlrrr.r'<l itr tlrt:rn, had bccn brought home forcefully to this research

lir()ul) lry tht: upsurgc of rcligious movements which have pursued
ii,,. ,l,.ti,irr-t of thcir socicrics as well as their religions with varying

I 'l'lrt: r'cst.arch group only uscd thc tcrm'pluralism'in its discussions bcfore

,rrtrl rlrrr.irrg t1,,, .,,,,'l'cr.ncc, siipulating itr -.n.,ing in.its programmatic statcmcnt

,r,. tlr,' ,,, ,'iirlrra" of hao ttr tiore iom*unltirs oJ belieuni with a..dffirent.religion in.a spetfic

t!,, Irrtttnirril.v,llil.g: 'l'hat situation ol co-Cxistcncc ol rcligions is found in.marly
1,,,, i,.ri,.:; irr tlrt: past as wcll as in thc prcscnt. Platvoct, in his two cssays in this

r,,,lrrrrrr,, lt.,wr,vc'r, tcrrns thc situation of thc co-cxistcncc of two or morc rclig.io^ns

,rrrlritr ;r sot ir.tv 'it:liqiorrs phrrality'. Hc rcscrvcs thc tcrm 'rcligious pluralism' lor
rlr,rt r rrltrrr.:rl :rir<l/or"rt.ligir,rus irleotog, or attitudc, which positivcly-wclcomcs thc
l rrr,'unt( r' ol'r'r:liqiotts. 'i'lti. ttt".ttniity is rypical of communiry rcligions, of the

rrr.,t t(.({.llt r.t.ligiiinr, ancl of a rcccnt transibrmation_of thc major.rcligions of thc

rlor trirr:rl, ,nirsi<iiraty'typc.'l'hat rcccptivc attitudc is, howcvcr, traditionally uttcrly
1,,r.i1,11 1"r'r.rlrorlr,x' ri'iigi,r,rr of tlr:ri cxpansivc tyPc. Thcy lostcrcd, and fostcr. in
rlr,.ir"l,t.li,.vt'rs ill] attitu(i; of compctitivc, if not-iggrcssivcly militant, combat ol

'rtlrr.r rt.liqions iuxl rclortn of 'dcviint rcligiosity'in situations of rcligious.plurality
lry rlrr.ir. ,li.,l,,riu.r clairns to cloctrinal truth and ihcir missionary.naturc. Thcy do so

,'11,,, ir, .rrrlt:r to strcnqthctr thc idcntitics, group cohcsion and boundaries of their
r, lrliirrrrs turtl/or r:thnic communitics. 'l'ha1 atiitudc of watching ovcr boundaries
l,v tirr stlir:t rr:urtlatittn atttl scvcrc limitation of intcraction ad extrais also a markcd
,,,1r,,,.,1 rr.rir, irrr<l itlt:olosy, of tnitny 'plural', vcrtically or horizontally scgmcnted
,,u,,lri,'r, A lirr.tlrt'r. tlirriir,,ii.,rr, lr,'twt:irr (sitruttions ol) intcrnal and cxtcrnal rcli-

rir,rrr', lrlrrr';rlily, will lrt: rrtirtl,' lr,'low wlrtli tlrc css:tys collcctcd in thc third part of
rl,r'. r,,rlrrrrr: lrrc tlist ttsst'tl.
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<lr:grr:r:s ol'rnilillrrt<:y irr llrr'ptrsl lwo <lt:t:irtlt:s; ll()t to lllcntioll llrt::rll
Ioo-r'<rr:r:ttt 't:thnic; <:l<'itnsing' it(r'o<:ilitls lx)rl)ctratcd in tht: namc ol
rr:ligiorrs dill'crcnccs.

()nt: prtrjcct in thc pro{trammc of'this rcscarch grouP was spc-

cilit:irlly clt:signcd to contributc to thc development o{'theory in an

;rrca <ll'corrlmon interest to all the members of this research group.
It wrrs lnoirnt to scrvc as trait d'union between the other research

projt:t:ts which thc mcmbers pursued within the programme. The
,rirn ol'this projcct was to study how ritual, ritual injunctions and
riltral r:atcgorics wcre uscd for demarcating a religious community's
lrrrrlnclarics and idcntity uis-d-uis other religions in situations of (reli-

giotrs) plurzrlity. 'l'hc conference and this volume of essays are the
()ulc()rn(: ol' this.joint research project.

'l'hr: srudics prcsented deal with a subject that has been severely

rrr:gk:ctcd in thc study of religions. The course of mankind's history
lrlrs mainly bccn one of stcadily increasing communication between

its sor:it:tics, both in amicable and prolitable ways by the exchange

ol'soocls and idcas, and in hostile and destructive ones by prejudice,
<list:riminatign, plundcr and war. Yet students of religions2 have for
ir long timc tcndcd to ignore the role of religien in the encounters

lrr:twccn pcoplcs, nations, and religious communities. The major
r.(.irsons ftlr tiris omission were, firstly, their legitimate but virtually
r:xgltrsivt:, and therclorc one-sided, concentration on the correct
rr:prt:st:ntation of thc insidcr vicws of the believers expressed in
prilrit:ular in scripturcs and other religiously inspired, texts3; sec-

i,rrrlly, thcir 
'rcoccupation 

with religions as well-articulated, struc-

lrrrc<i systcrns of bclief reprcscntations (or 'doctrines'); and thirdly,
rrn itl<:ologically inspircd aversion against, and fear of, social-scien-

I ilir:,'rcclttctionist' cxplanations. l

l)rrt: to thcsc dcscriptivist and systematizing bends, and fear of
r.xplunation, thcsc scholars of religions paid little attcntion to the

strirly ol'thc ccological, social and other'contexts' of a religion.
'l'lrai rt,sc,arch may takc two forms: study of the ways in which a

1t,ligign has bccn shaped by its contexts, and that of the manncrs in
wlrit,h ir rt:ligion has moulded its contcxts by its functions, 'religious'

? Ily rvlrit.lr ur'(: ln('iult ltr:t.t: thoscr in tlrc lrislorir';tl :ttt<l c<rtnpitrativc <list:iPlincs

,rl llili!!ionut'ittntrltrtfi as plr<:tisc<l nrainly irr lrrrr rrllics ol tlrc.'l'lrt:ology..itl cotttinctt-
tirl l,;.ii,,1,,. :rrrrl in'l)t.paltnlcrrts ol l{r'iiliiorr; Strrrlilr; irr Ii;rtrrltics ol Alts in th<:

Arrgkr-S;rxorr wot ltl.
i'Arrtl irl.,, irr rrryllrs, litrrrllic;, rlcvotiorr;rl;rrl',, irrttttttlt;tlrlrir: irtttl otltt't :trts,

irrrlrillrlrttt., llrr.orllirrris;rliorr ol lltr',trttrttttrtili,', rrl ltclicvctr;, ittlt'tvit'lvs, r'lt.
| ( ll, l'lirlvoct llll)'1.

lil't'l lAt, |il,:sl'( )NSl,ls'l'( ) I'l,l ll{Al,l'l'Y ANI) l'l,lll{Al,lsM

,rs wr.ll irs'sr.r'rrltrr'", itr llt<'rrr, lt lirllttws tltitt tlost ol'(hcsc scholars o{'

rr.ligiorrs lurvr: slrowrr Iittlc inlr:r'r:st in tht: study ol'thc part a rcligion

1,1;ryr:<l irr llrt: slurltirtu ol'idt:rttitics in a pcrson' group,. people, or
i,,'ti,,,'; itr tlt<: lirrtt:tiotrs ol'ritual bchaviour in the social life of a

lir().1); i1 tlrt: rituals o1'boundary maintcnancc between ethnic

1q,,,,,irr, pt:o'lt:s, nations and socictics with different identities, cus-

i,,,,,r, ,,'.ilt,.,tlt,s and rcliqions which share a common public arena

lrrrl ;rr.r: lrt:nt r-rpon kcclting thcir identities distinct and their com-

rrrrrrritit:s ,"1rn.it,,; and in the processes of boundary dissolution and

irrl<.gr.ir(ion whcn thcrc is no necd or desire to keep groups apart or
I rt'licl's tlillbrcnt.

It is '1ly rcccntly that this primarily notional approach to reli-

liiorrs ^s 
,yit.,-r of'belicf rcprcsentations has begun to be comple-

rrrr.rrtccl ancl corrcctcd by ethological and contextual ones' The first
t;rkr,s r.cliuious bchaviour as thc ccntral object of research; the sec-

,,rrrl strrdics it as part of'the bclievcrs'wider interests and goals, i.e.

,rs not mcrcly cult and dcvotion towards postulated beings, but as

,rlso llart of social, political, economical, legal and oth.er behaviours,

r,,,.lticling cncountcrs, religious and secular, with outsiders and their
,,,rr,,nr.,,titits and religions' and a religion's reactions to those en-

lornltr)rs, and its rcactions to internal rcligious diversity.

Its struclure

liivr: ol- thc papcrs prcsentcd at thc Leidcn conference describe re-

:ilx)nscs 'l'icligioni 
to situations of religious plurality. They deal

rvitlr ltro<:gssqs ol changc intcrnal in religions in response to the

:;i(rr;rtion o['rcligictus plurality, intcrnal or external(i, in which they

linrl llrcmst:lvcs. 'l'hcsc mainly dcscriptive papers by van der'-foorn,
li'r'k, l(aptcin, vzrn Koningsveld, and Wicgers, form the third part
,rl tlris u,,i,]-,,. Van dcr'I'clorn',s article dcals with a religious group

irr :rrrt.icnl Israclitc rcligion; thc othcr four arc islamological papers.
'l'1r1.<: 6t[cr papcrs dcal, wholly or in part, with the ritualization

ol tlrc t:n<:gLrntci lli:trvccn rcligions. 'Ihcy arc the essays, also mainly

, 'llrc rlistirri:tion lrt:1wcctt thc 'rcligious' artd thc 'norl-rcligious', or sccular,

Irrrrr tiorrs 0l tr rt:liqiorr rnity ltt: rn:rtlc in riiodcrn wcstcrn socictics on thc basis olthc
i,ii,i,,ri,l,,l Pr,,,..,*r.'* of insiitutional diffcrcrrtiation and scparation which dcvclopcd

rrr tlr,.tr;rst Ii.w r.crrtrrr.it.s:rrr<l rnorc rcccntly in most othCr mOdcrn socictics worid-
,rl,,t,i. ll:h,rf tlislirrtriorr r';rrr, lront'vt'1, lrt'tn:ttlr'otrly anltlyticitlly, and not sub-

.t.rrrtirr.ly, irr rrr;rrry olltr'r'roticlics,rrrtl Ilistolit;tl..p,liotls lrt'cattsc religion is Irot

l,,rrrrrliritl',.11r,'*irstlr;ttltlt'itrstilrrlirlns(:tltl)illtlr:orrrr:.g.tlrt:prcvailineccology,
r r ()n.nry, srtliitl slrttt itttr', polilit':ll ottlcl',.t'lt '

" 'l lrir' tli:'tirrt tiolr rvill lrl cspl;riltt tl lrclorv'


